Utah Commercial Land
Survey Checklist: What
Developers, Attorneys,

and Agents Need to Know
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Survey Types & Scenarios

Essential information for selecting the right
survey type based on your specific development
needs and project requirements.

Required Documentation

Complete guide to documentation needed for
commercial land surveys and development
processes in Utah.

Timeline Expectations

Realistic timeframes for different survey types to
help you plan your development schedule
effectively.

Cost-Saving Strategies

Proven methods to streamline due diligence,
secure financing, and optimize your development
budget.

Utah-Specific Regulations

Guidance from licensed professionals familiar
with Utah's unique requirements and regulatory
landscape.

This comprehensive guide provides the essential framework

for professionals involved in commercial land development

in Utah, helping you navigate the complex survey and




When to Order Which Survey Type
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Boundary Survey Topographic Survey ALTA/NSPS Survey
Recommended when Ideal for planning site Required when a lender or
confirming property lines grading, drainage, or road title insurer needs accurate
before acquisition or layout. This survey maps the title compliance. This
construction. This survey physical features and comprehensive survey
establishes the legal elevation changes of the meets specific standards set
boundaries of a property and land, providing critical data by the American Land Title
is essential for verifying for development planning. Association and National
ownership limits. Society of Professional
Surveyors.
Construction Staking Survey Aerial Survey + Laser Scanning
Necessary for transferring civil site designs to Recommended for initial parcel assessment of
the field. This survey places physical markers large or sensitive sites. These advanced
on the property to guide construction techniques provide detailed overviews of
according to approved plans. extensive properties or areas with limited

accessibility.



Required Documents

Before initiating a land survey in Utah, several
critical documents must be gathered to ensure
accuracy and compliance with local regulations.
These documents provide surveyors with essential
information about the property's legal status,
history, and characteristics.

Having these documents ready before contacting
a surveyor can significantly streamline the process
and potentially reduce costs by minimizing the
time surveyors spend researching basic property
information.

Property Deed or Legal Description

Includes metes-and-bounds descriptions
and parcel numbers that legally define the
property boundaries.

Title Report or Commitment

Required specifically for ALTA/NSPS
compliance, providing information about
ownership, easements, and encumbrances.

Existing CAD or GIS Data

Helps reduce redundant fieldwork by
providing previously documented
information about the property.

Official Plats or Previous Survey Maps

Available from the County Recorder or
County Surveyor, these documents show
historical survey information.

Site Access Details

Contacts for gates, keys, or restricted areas
to ensure surveyors can access all
necessary parts of the property.



Timeline Estimates

Understanding realistic timeframes for different survey types is crucial for project planning in Utah. These

estimates account for field work, data processing, and document preparation, but may vary based on

property size, complexity, and seasonal conditions.

Boundary Surveys
1-2 weeks

Basic property line verification and
monument setting.

ALTA/NSPS Surveys

4-8 weeks

Includes comprehensive title and zoning
research in addition to field work. The
most detailed survey type with the longest
completion time.

Aerial/Laser Surveys
1-2 weeks total

Includes both data collection and
processing time. May be affected by
weather conditions for flight operations.

Topographic Surveys
2—-4 weeks

Timeline varies based on terrain
complexity and acreage. Mountainous or
heavily vegetated sites in Utah may
require additional time.

Construction Staking
1-3 days per structure site

Quick turnaround for active construction
projects, but dependent on weather
conditions.

(D  Tip: Combine Boundary + Topo in a single mobilization to speed up delivery. This approach

reduces travel time and setup requirements, potentially saving weeks on your project timeline.



Cost-Saving Tips

Commercial land surveys in Utah represent a significant investment in your project's success.

Implementing these strategic approaches can help optimize your survey budget while maintaining quality

and accuracy.
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Provide Existing Data

Supply CAD/GIS files to reduce
field time. When surveyors have
access to existing digital data,
they can focus field efforts on
verification rather than starting
from scratch, potentially saving
hours of billable time.

Schedule Strategically

Plan surveys during mild weather
to avoid delays. Utah's seasonal
extremes can impact survey
timelines and costs, particularly
in mountainous or remote areas
where snow, mud, or extreme
heat can hinder access.

Bundle Survey Types

Combine multiple surveys (e.g.,

boundary + topo) in one project.

This approach reduces
mobilization costs, setup time,
and administrative overhead,
often resulting in significant
discounts from survey firms.
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Request Multi-Use
Deliverables

Ask for deliverables that serve
multiple purposes for grading,
title, and permitting. Properly

formatted digital deliverables can

be repurposed across different

project phases without additional

survey work.

?

Choose Local Expertise

Select firms experienced with
Utah county records. Surveyors
familiar with local recording
systems, monument networks,
and historical quirks of Utah
property records can work more
efficiently and avoid costly
research delays.

Implementing these strategies can potentially reduce your survey costs by 15-30% while maintaining the

accuracy and reliability needed for commercial development projects in Utah.



Utah-Specific Regulations & Contacts

Key Regulatory Bodies

e Utah State Board of Professional Engineers &
Professional Land Surveyors - Oversees
licensing requirements and continuing
education resources

e Local County Recorders / County Surveyors in
Salt Lake County, Utah County, Weber County,
and Davis County

e Utah GIS Portal - Provides access to zoning,
floodplain, and property layer data

Governing Regulations

e Utah Code Title 17, Chapters 23 & 24 - Rules
governing surveying and platting standards

e FEMA Flood Map Service Center - Resource for
finding floodplain designations by
address/parcel

@ Request a Quote

Using This Checklist

This comprehensive guide helps:

Streamline your due diligence workflow
Secure title insurance and mortgage financing

Support construction, development, or
refinancing processes

Connect with licensed professionals familiar
with Utah's requirements

Next Steps

1. Review this checklist with your project team

2. Gather your documents and site information

3. Submit a request for quote to Anderson
Engineering with your scope

4. Finalize site access and survey schedule

5. Track progress using the timeline guide

6. Receive sealed survey deliverables ready for

permitting, financing, and construction

For expert Utah commercial surveying tailored to your project, contact Anderson Engineering

today:



